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“ W h a t  M a k e s  A m e r i c a  G r e a t ”
What makes America great? I have lived where the mountains meet the Pacific Ocean in a picturesque beauty. Now I live in the 

vast high plains, where sunsets over cotton fields fill you with wonder. America is beautiful, but that is only part of why she is a 

great nation. America is great because her people are free. In this country, all individuals can pursue the future of their choice, 

and children like me have the freedom to dream great dreams. Freedom fosters creativity. Freedom is the foundation for invention 

and the growth of talent. America is at its greatest when we use our dreams to bless others. We must sacrifice to preserve that 

freedom for the next generation. 

 America is a great country founded upon freedom. However, freedom is costly, and the pages of our history books are filled 

with examples of people who paid its price. The Pilgrims, seeking freedom to live and worship their own God, bravely journeyed to 

America. 150 years later during the Revolutionary War, the Colonists fought England to earn their freedom. The Founding Fathers 

pledged their lives and fortunes to establish this new country, the United States of America. They created the Bill of Rights, which 

would guarantee liberty not only for themselves, but also for future generations. 

 For America to continue to be great, freedom must be purchased anew in every generation. Freedom is not something that 

can be bought just once. It must be continually earned, like trust. Over the years that followed the first sacrifices of the pioneers 

and patriots, each generation had those willing to give their lives for freedom’s cause. Soldiers, great leaders, and everyday citizens 

sacrificed and won the freedoms and rights for all people.

 Teddy Roosevelt declared, “It is not what we have that will make us a great nation; it is the way in which we use it.” Our 

nation’s freedom is a gift, but it must be used well. Americans of the past understood this idea, and they sacrificed to give the gift 

of freedom to my generation. As a grateful recipient of this gift, it is my responsibility to build on this foundation of freedom, to use 

my talents well, and to defend the rights of others. When this happens, America will continue to be a great nation.
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